CHAPTER V

George Sand - Balzac's impression of Sand - Heine's tribute to
Chopin - Majorca - Valdemosa - illness and disillusion -
flight to Marseilles.

IN following the years of any man's life, there is
always an inclination to speculate as to the course
it would have taken had this or that imminent
force become predominant. In the case of Chopin
and Marja Wodzinska, the speculation would be
singularly idle, for, as we have seen, Chopin had
the germ of unhappiness in his very nature, and
whatever had befallen him in this imperfect
world would have turned to grief.   His was the
genius of sorrow. There is little comfort in allow-
ing the imagination sweetly to marry him to
Marja, for that would have been nearly as great
a tragedy as the broken engagement.   Only one
excuse can be found for taking this small and
temporary liberty: the thought that the mar-
riage would perhaps have saved him from the
unequal encounter that followed.   Even this is
uncertain. For there is really no reason to suppose
that George Sand would have allowed the idea of
a wife to prevent her taking full possession of
Chopin.   Strong and manly as her intellectual
principles were, she was yet woman enough to
press" I think not" into the service of" I want/'
She could equivocate with all the show of pro-
bity (and perhaps be convinced that it was more
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